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Pell City schools use technology to reach
parents

E
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PELL CITY N Duran North Junior High School history teacher Roy ~ LINGOLN-MERCURY
Bliss said it normally took the entire school year to contact the parengg T-mmzsmo

David Atchison
09-30-2007

150 students. (Silver) A5-106613, 11k
. 05 Explorer $15,990
But thatOs not the case anymore. (White) A541576, 25k
. . N . 04 Escape $13,990
OHere we are,O Bliss said standing outside his classroom. OWeOre  (Gold) U4-86332

even though September, and we have 659 contacts already N and n 05 Escapedx4$14,990
of those contacts were positive.O el D Do
05ExpeditionEB$21,990
_ (Red)U5-32225, loaded
Bliss was able to contact so many parents through the new TelePare 04 Sportrac $14,990

Communication System, which is getting high marks by local educat  (green) us-60826
R . : A Rl 04 Ranger $9,890
OMy personal goal is 2,000 parent contacts with TeleParent,O Bliss (Red) M49782, V6
He said last week he notified parents twice about a test he was givir “,,?;;;ﬁ',",‘;g"
Monday to students, once on Wednesday and again on Friday. 04 F150 Supercab
. i L $19,890 Red U4-68849
Olt generates positive interest,O Bliss said. OItOs definitely a great = 04 F150 $12,990
(White) U4-7390

Duran North Junior High School Principal Tony Dowdy said he learn  gagrgestar $12,990
of the TeleParent Communication System last fall when he was atte  (1an) A4-26674
the National Middle School Association Conference. 04 Sable $8,990
(Green) A4-606411, loaded
OThey had this product available, and we were looking for a tool to = 04 Mustang $11,990

increase the communication between the parents and the school,O | #145:25k, local trade
Said. 02 Lincoin I.S$14,990

#489 black, like new
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He said Duran North Junior High School teachers gave it a trial run t94TewnCarSig $13,990
#824 !.eatl!er, all-power

last three months of school last year.

. p . All prices after $1000 do
Ol loved it,0O Dowdy said. Ol was going to find a way to continue thefe gLl
product here.O tax, title, fee, subject

to prior sale.

The junior high is continuing to use the communication system, and 1'800‘844'3757
other Pell City schools may incorporate the new TeleParent —————

Communication System.
ol introduced it to the other principals and showed them what it coul
do,O Dowdy said.

The communication system sparked interest among other principals, LOTS
now teachers from every school may start making more parent contd

through the TeleParent Communication System.

Search Now:

Olt doesnOt replace the personal phone call,0 Dowdy said.

amazoncom.
p——

But he said not only teachers like the system, parents do, too.

.

He said the system helps keep parents informed about whatOs going 1 —_—
their childOs school and in their classroom. N | _—

OltOs user-friendly,O Dowdy said. Olt was developed by teachers. It Newspapers in Ecucation
qu|ck and easy to uselo Please jOlI\ the D&l]y Home/St.

Clair Times in thanking these
partners for their contributions

He said the TeleParent Communication System is capable of making . this :mgr:m’:md children
4,500 calls within five minutes, and the system does not tie up schog ™" #¢**
phone lines.

Union State Bank
Coosa Valley Electric

Interstate Freight

Dowdy said teachers who have Internet access at home can log onte ..~ = .
TeleParent Communication System site and send messages t0 Par€y,, ..., snsorption Systems
from home. Omya Alabama
. ] o ] Nippon Oil Lubricants, LLC
OOur teachers are using it,0 Dowdy said. Honda
A\lagasco
Through the TeleParent Communication System, teachers can infori ryssei & Funderburg PC
parents about upcoming tests, homework and behavior issues, and talladega Superspeedway
set up conferences between the teacher and parent. Long Lewis Ford
Syvlacauga Super Wal-Mart
OItOs not all bad messages,O Dowdy said. OGood messages can Lk Pell City Rotary Club
home. too O Bowater
’ lalladega CACC
He said the new communication system is also capable of sending ¢ = Childersburg CACC
emergency messages to parents, as well as conducting online surve  Jefferson State
see how parents feel about certain education or school topics. L

Fleetwood Metals
Nt s : Talladega Alabama Power
OltOs a great product,0O Dowdy said. e K
Oak Grove Alabama Power

Nemack

Harlov Davidenn

The Pell City school board is expected to vote on whether to have tr

http://www.dailyhome.com/news/2007/dh-pellicity-0930-datchison-7i29v2658.htm Page 2 of 3



Daily Home - Pell City schools use technology to reach parents 12/18/07 11:54 PM

TeleParent Communication System used systemwide at its Oct. 18 kwsares

meetin New South Express
eeling. City of Pell City

Blue Bell Creameries

The communication system costs about $3.75 per student, per year, . iaces Communits
total price tag for the school system of $15,701. Bankers
Discount Auto
About David Atchison Masterbrand Cabinets
. . . . . Benjamin Moore Paints
David Atchison is a staff writer for The Daily Home. v e

Contact David Atchison

Phone: 205-884-3400
E-mail: news@dailyhome.com

ParentLink Grades and Grading DVD
ParentLink helps get parents interested, What's a fair grade? Grant Wiggins
informed, and involved explores this essential question.
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